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Harbour Use Across Time

For more than six thousand years, Sydney Harbour - Warrane, has
marked territorial intersections along the watery spine of the Dharug
(Eora) Nation.

Before colonisation, the estuary was shared by surrounding Cadigal,
Wangal, Wullamattagal and Cammeraygal clans.

Wiradjuri artist Emily McDaniel reminds that “Eora fisherwomen
dominated the water of Warrane as they skimmed across the water in
their nawi (canoes).” (Four Thousand Fish, 2017)

Prior to European colonisation, the Leichhardt Area was inhabited by the
Wangal band of the Dharug Nation.

The surrounding bushland was rich in plant, bird and animal life with fish
and rock oysters readily available. Evidence of this abundance can be
seen today across the 16 midden sites have been have been identified

within the Leichhardt LGA.

The lower foreshore of Leichhardt Park is largely reclaimed land, with
the line of the original foreshore running along the line of the current

escarpment.

Today, Iron Cove contains numerous rowing, sailing and aquatic clubs
continuing a long lineage of water use and recreation in Sydney

Harbour.

Image References:

Watercolour illustration of a group of women fishing, ca 1790s, attributed to Philip
Gidley King, State Library NSW Series 36: Papers of Sir Joseph Banks- ca 1790s,

1803

Opening of the Balmain Working Rowers Club, source NSW State Library

1965 The First CHS Championship Regatta, source: https://rowinghistory-aus.info/
school-rowing/nsw/chs/1964-1969-history

Balmain Para-Rowing Program, Inc. supplied photographs

Rowing Across History in Iron Cove
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Historic Evolution of Iron Cove

Modifications to the Foreshore

The adjacent drawings has been prepared
using historic satelilte imagery from 1930 to
the present day. Analysis reveals a lineage
of landscape modifications and evolving
prescence of structures along the foreshore.
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Colour and Texture Study - Leichhardt Park and Iron Cove
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